SOCIOBIOLOGY



Ccharles Darwin (1699)
fnanural & sexuval seleciion”

1. Not all members of a species are identical (variation)

2. Some of this variation is due to inheritance (genetics)

3. Not all offspring will survive and/or reproduce

4. Variation with respect to certain traits influences
probability of survival and/or reproduction



Sexual Selection

Intrasexual Competition
Intersexual Selection




Robert Trivers (1972)

Parental Investment Theory

females — > high level

males — low level



Intersexual Selection

drives

Intrasexual Competition




GOALY OF INTERSEXUAL SELECTION

1. t to assure that offspring will be
genetically fit (GOOD GENES)

2. want to assure the survival of offspring
(PROTECTION and PROVISION)



.1 ratio

@ scen as more attractive
@ seen as healthier
@ seen as more capable of bearing children

@ have higher estrogen levels



David Buss (1908)

Write down five things
that males/females do
to make themselves
attractive to the
opposite sex.


http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/homepage/Group/BussLAB/pdffiles/evolution_intrasexual_competition_1988_jpsp.pdf

Bragged about resources/potential

x mentioned that he expected to earn a lot of money
x bragged about his accomplishments

x got a high-paying job

x talked about how good he was at sports

x mentioned that he had a lot of status and prestige at work

Displayed resources

bought a woman dinner at a nice restaurant
flashed a lot of money to impress her

drove an expensive car

flexed his muscles

strutted in front of a group

showed his ability to drink a lot y
bought an expensive stereo a e a‘ I‘s

X X X X X X X



Altered appearance

wore make-up

laid in the sun to get a tan

wore jewelry (earrings, necklaces, etc.)

went on a diet (anorexia nervosa/bulimia?)

wore stylish clothes

got a new, interesting hairstyle

shaved her legs

wore perfume

pl ayed hard to et (Achoos

Female Tactics

X X X X X X X X X




negative competition
and selection

male
perpetrator

female
perpetrator

male
victim

female
victim

insult based on
status or
dominance

sexual
harassment
or rape

withholding sex
or
being choosy

insult based on
attractiveness or
promiscuity

David Buss (1993)
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David Buss (1993)

assortative mating

X age

X education

X race

X religion

X attitudes/opinions

X height, weight, & eye color
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