GENDER
IDENTITY




gender identity

identifying and accepting
oneself as male or female



Positive

Reinforcement give reward =) Correct Behavior

Negative

Reinforcement take away pain ==———p Correct Behavior

give pain =————) Incorrect Behavior

take away reward =P Incorrect Behavior




Cann And Vann (1995)

*» they asked elementary school boys
and girls what would happen if they
changed sex...

boys imagined disaster
girls imagined advantages

 adults made similar judgments




tomboys & sissies

Martin (1995) suggests that girls are
allowed more leeway in behaving like boys
than boys are allowed in behaving like girls.

Other researchers have also shown that
sissies are evaluated negatively by parents,
children and other adults (Zucker et al,
1995; Sandnabba & Ahlberg, 1999)



When a girl models a man's behavior she

ismodeling“ good, s drpisri or”
(POWER)

When a male models a woman's behavior
he is modeling“ bad, i ntfadsr i or ”
(WEAKNESS)



gender identity disorder

1. cross-sex behaviors

2. cross-sex toy and activity preferences
3. cross-sex peer affiliation

4. cross-dressing

5. desire to be the opposite sex



transgendered

started as a generaltermint he 198006s to cover a
of people who had a gender identity that was incongruent
with their biological sex

transvestite

someone who wears the clothing of the opposite gender
for reasons of sexual arousal. It is often used to simply
mean anyone who dresses as the opposite gender



transsexual

is more strictly limited to people whose gender identity
doesn't match with the gender assigned to them at birth and
have the desire to go through sex-reassignment surgery




Hijras
i n India they are referred to a
+ physically male but usually refer to themselves as female
+ estimates range from 50,000 to 5,000,000 in India alone

¢ many undergo castration as a part of their conversion

# special powers to convey fertility to newborn babies



2 years old

> children still have trouble correctly

| abeling self or others as n

3-4 years old

> able to correctly classify people as boys or girls
(gender labeling)

» however, do no see gender as a permanent

feature (gender constancy)



5-6 years old

» chilldren have developed a strong
gender identity that includes correct
gender labeling and gender

constancy



Factors that lead to rigidity

Factors that lead to flexibility

Being male

Being female

Having parents who have traditional
attitudes towards gender-related
behaviors

Having parents who question
traditional attitudes towards gender-
related behaviors

Having parents who concentrate on
social correlates of gender

Having parents who concentrate on
biological correlates of gender

Interacting more with parents

Interacting less with parents

Having same-gender siblings and
peers who are inflexible

Having same-gender siblings and
peers who are flexible

Living in 2-parent homes

Living in single parent homes
dominated by mothers

Having mothers who are
homemakers

Having mothers who work outside of
the home




the differential frequency with which men
and women engage in certain activities




