GENDER
STEREOTYPES




gender stereotypes

“beliefs about the psychological traits and

characteristics as well as the activities

appropriate to men or women”
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Male Gender Cult of True
Role Tdentity Wormanhoodl

Give ‘Em Hell | Aggressive Pious Religious
Not uncomfortable about being
aggressive
Adventurous
Competitive
Sturdy Oak Unemotional Submissive Aware of feelings of others
Hides emotions Gentle
Not excitable in a minor crisis Tactful
Able to separate feelings from ideas Quiet
Big Wheel Dominant Domestic Neat in habits
Skilled in business Strong need for security

Knows the ways of the world
Acts as a leader
Self-confident

Ambitious

Worldly

No Sissy Stuff | Never cries Purity Does not use harsh language
Not dependent

Direct

Thinks men are superior to women
Not conceited about appearance
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AlAS

(Attitude Interest Analysis Survey)

x measured femininity to masculinity

x 456 items that conceptualized masculinity
and femininity as opposite ends of a
spectrum

x many argued that this test was just
measuring Victorian concepts of masculinity
and femininity



ViMPI

MF scale

x The MF scale on this inventory became the
most common measure of masculinity &
femininity.

x Femininity was defined via the characteristics
of 13 homosexual men! They compared them
with 54 male soldiers.

x The test was not even very good at predicting
homosexuality
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Male traits

Female traits

Act as a leader Affectionate
Ambitious Childlike
Assertive Do not use harsh language

Competitive Feminine
Dominant Gentle

Have leadership abilities

Love children

Individualistic Sensitive to the needs of others
Masculine Soft-spoken
Self-sufficient Tender
Willing to take a stand Warm
Aggressive Cheerful
Analytical Compassionate
Athletic Eager to soothe hurt feelings
Defend own beliefs Flatterable
Forceful Gullible
Independent Loyal
Make decisions easily Shy
Self-reliant Sympathetic

Strong personality

Understanding

Willing to take risks

Yielding




Ricciardelli & Williams (1995)

Positive Traits | Negative Traits
Strong Aggressive
Masculinity Confident Bossy
Firm Sarcastic
Forceful Rude
Carefree Superiority
Patient Timid
Femininity Sensitive Weak
Devoted Needs Approval
Responsible Dependent
Appreciative Nervous




